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Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1947 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  1947. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1947,  will  soon  be  in  force. 
The  provisions  of  this  Act  limit  the  sphere  of  work  of  the  Council  to 
matters  of  environmental  hygiene,  all  aspects  of  personal  hygiene 
becoming  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

The  ex-service  camps,  with  one  exception,  have  proved  valuable 
acquisitions  for  temporary  housing.  Details  of  The  Park,  Stoke 
Orchard,  given  later  in  the  Report,  show  that  it  is  a separate  village 
with  amenities  and  an  active  corporate  life.  In  these  circumstances 
a name  more  descriptive  of  a village,  such  as  Stoke  Park,  would  be 
appropriate. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  resources  of  the  Staff 
were  taxed  on  account  of  the  many  and  unusual  tasks  they  were  called 
upon  to  undertake  owing  to  phenomenal  weather  conditions. 

At  the  outset,  villages  were  cut  off  for  long  periods  by  deep  snow, 
water  supplies  were  kept  going  in  the  face  of  great  difficulty. 

The  subsequent  thaw  brought  greater  hardship  to  the  Severnside 
parishes,  for  the  ffoods  were  the  worst  in  living  memory.  The  measures 
undertaken  to  deal  with  this  problem  are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the 
Report. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  for  their  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  seiwant, 

Stephen  Knight, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1948. 
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Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Cheltenham  for  the  year  1947. 

General  and  Vital  Statistics 

Area  in  acres,  81,940. 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  mid-1947), 
19,580. 

Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1948),  ^(^132, 345. 

Yield  of  one  penny  rate,  ;^537  6s.  6d. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Book),  5,647. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . 

209 

173 

00 

Illegitimate  . . 

10 

1 1 

21 

Total 

219 

184 

403 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  estimated  population. 

20.6 

Still  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate  . . 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

5 

2 

7 

Still  Births  per  1,000  estimated  population,  0.4. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  in  previous  years  and  appears  to 
have  reached  a peak  in  the  post-war  years.  The  Rate  is  much  the 
same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales  and  Gloucestershire. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  19,580  is  an  increase  of  nearly  1,000  during  the 

year. 

DEATHS.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

125  137  262 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  13.4 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  District  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the 
national  and  county  rate,  being  due  to  the  somewhat  larger  proportion 
of  elderly  people  in  the  district.  There  was  nothing  exceptional  in 
the  causes  of  death. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Legitimate  ......  6 7 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . - i 

Total 6 8 

Giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  35  per  1,000  live 


13 

I 

14 

births. 


The  low  infantile  mortality  rate  is  a matter  for  satisfaction. 
As  in  previous  years  it  is  well  below  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole 
and  reflects  the  physical  well-being  of  the  community. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  statistics  : 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and  Para.  Fevers 
Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza  . . 

Measles  . . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 
Acute  Infect.  Encephalitis 
r Bucc.  Cav. 

Cancer  < Oesophagus  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  other  Sites 

Diabetes  . . 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions.  . 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 


Males.  Females 

125  137 


6 

I 


— I 


9 

2 

18 

47 

3 
1 

6 


5 

6 

1 

25 

47 

2 

2 

3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS— 

Causes  of  death 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis  . . 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortion  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes. . 


Males  Females 


3 

3 

I 

3 


1 

2 

5 

5 


Premature  Birth 

. . 

2 

— 

Congenital  Malformation — Birth 

Injuries 

, Infantile 

Disease,  etc. 

• • • • 

3 

6 

Suicide 

• • • • 

I 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

• • • • 

2 

I 

Other  Violent  Causes 

• • • • 

3 

2 

All  other  Causes 

. . 

8 

14 

BIRTH,  DEATH,  AND 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  IN 

THE 

DISTRICT 

FOR  THE 

LAST 

FIVE  YEARS 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Birth  Rate 

• 16.3 

18.9 

17.1 

17.9 

20.6 

Death  Rate 

1 1.9 

10.3 

11.4 

12.2 

13-4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

. 42 

48 

32 

38 

35 

FOR  COMPARISON,  THE  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANTILE 
MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  ETC., 
ARE  GIVEN  BELOW 


England 

126  C.B.’s  I 

48  Smaller 

County 

Chelten- 

and 

and 

Towns. 

of 

ham 

Wales. 

Great  Tow’ns. 

Glouces- 

tershire. 

R.D.C. 

Live  Births  

20.5  23.3 

22.2 

20.0 

20.6 

Still  Births  

0.5  0.6 

0-5 

— 

0.4 

Deaths  

12.0  13.0 

II.9 

12.5 

134 

(Per  1,000  population). 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. . 

41  47 

36 

34 

35 

Deaths  under  2 years  of^ 

age  from  Diarrhoea  and  > 

5.8  8.0 

6.27 

2.7 

5.0 

Enteritis  J 

(Per  1,000  Live  Births). 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 

I.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year. 


Diseases. 

Under 

I to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  and 

Total. 

1 year 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

upwards 
M.  F. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 4 

4 10 

I 

I 

I — 

21 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

I 

— 

— — 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

3 

7 6 

8 7 

— 

— 



32 

Measles  

3 

— 

16  24 

40  32 

I 

2 

— 2 

120 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

2 — 

— 

I 

2 

2 3 

15 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I — 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

I 

— 



I 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— — 

I 

Polio-encephalitis 

SCARLET  FEVER 

I 

I 

The  21  cases  notified  is  a rate  of  i.i  per  i,ooo  of  the  population 
and  is  somewhat  less  than  the  national  rate  1.37  which  itself  is  alow 
figure.  The  disease  is  generally  of  a mild  type  nowadays  and  in 
keeping  witn  modern  practice  efforts  are  made  to  isolate  the  patient 
in  his  own  home.  In  adopting  this  course  no  increase  of  infection 
occurred.  The  affected  household  is  given  soap  and  disinfectant. 

DIPHTHERIA 

The  solitary  case  of  diphtheria  was  a youth  over  fifteen  years  of 
age  who  had  grown  up  before  the  immunisation  campaigns  were 
in  full  swing. 

MEASLES 

One  hundred  and  twenty  cases  were  notified,  the  notification  rate 
being  6.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  a rate  of  5.3 
for  England  and  Wales  and  10.5  in  the  County.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  District  escaped  lightly.  The  disease  in  closely  packed  communities 
is  biennial  in  incidence  ; it  takes  two  years  after  an  epidemic  for  there 
to  be  sufficient  susceptible  children  for  another  to  occur. 

In  the  Rural  District  the  different  villages  have  outbreaks  at 
different  times,  so  that  in  the  District  as  a w'hole  there  is  a moderate 
amount  of  measles  each  year. 

Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths  although  a number  of  veiy'^ 
young  children  were  affected.  Broncho-pneumonia  is  a frequent 
complication  in  the  case  of  infants.  Economy  in  the  use  of  hospital 
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beds  for  mild  scarlet  fever  cases,  enables  this  class  of  case  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital  and  is  often  the  means  of  saving  the  child’s  life. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Here  again,  the  incidence,  i.i  per  i,ooo  of  the  population,  is 
somewhat  less  than  in  the  country  generally.  Immunisation  against 
whooping  cough  is  available  but  the  protection  afforded  usually  lasts 
for  only  a year.  It  is,  therefore,  best  used  for  the  protection  of  infants 
and  special  cases  when  the  disease  is  becoming  prevalent. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  months  poliomyelitis  was  more 
prevalent  throughout  the  country  than  ever  before.  Although  a 
number  of  suspected  cases  were  seen  in  consultation  with  the  patient’s 
doctor  there  were  only  two  confirmed  cases  both  of  which  recovered. 

It  is  probable  that  in  times  of  epidemic  the  infection  of  poliomye- 
litis is  common,  passing  from  person  to  person  by  alimentary  or 
breath  droplet  modes  of  dissemination.  It  is  only  in  the  unusual 
event  of  the  affected  person’s  nervous  system  becoming  involved  that 
the  case  comes  to  light  and  is  notified. 

SMALLPOX 

Surveillance  was  maintained  over  a number  of  contacts,  no  cases 
occurred  in  the  area. 

2.  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  folowing  table  shows  the  new  cases  in  age  groups  : — 


Age  groups 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—5  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

2 

— 

I 

I 

15—25 

— 

I 

I 

— 

25  upwards 

II 

5 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

6 

2 

I 

Deaths  . . 

6 

I 

I 

— 

The  22  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  unfortunately  cannot  be  regarded 
as  excessive  in  view  of  the  total  population.  The  disease  is  infectious, 
new  cases  must  be  found  as  soon  as  possible.  Treatment  in  the  early 
stages  offers  the  best  hope  of  cure  and  cuts  across  the  spread  of  infection. 
General  measures  directed  towards  improvement  in  nutrition  and 
housing,  especially  relief  of  overcrowding,  bring  about  a decrease  in 
the  incidence  of  tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1947, 
was  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  All  Forms 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Males.  Females.  Total.  Total. 

72  39  III  23  14  37  148 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Responsibility  for  immunisation  passes  to  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1947, 

Local  campaigns  for  immunisation  were  carried  out  by  the  District 
Council  from  1937  ; later,  during  the  war,  in  1941  the  National 
Campaigns  came  into  operation.  Year  by  year  there  has  been  a steady 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  immunised  children.  According  to  my 
records  some  60  per  cent,  have  been  treated.  Actually  the  percentage 
is  higher  since  a number  of  children  are  treated  privately  of  which  no 
record  is  sent  to  the  Council. 

Although  this  year  there  was  no  diphtheria  among  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age,  complete  immunity  from  the  disease  cannot  be 
expected  until  75  per  cent,  have  been  treated. 

In  order  that  this  target  may  be  reached  every  effort  is  needed  to 
persuade  mothers  to  have  their  babies  immunised  when  eight  months 
old.  Primary  immunisation  was  carried  out  for  249  children  during 
the  year. 

When  the  child  enters  school  the  likelihood  of  infection  is  increased> 
it  is,  therefore,  advisable  that  a boosting  or  reinforcing  dose  be  given. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-two  children  received  this  maintenance 
dose  at  their  first  school  medical  examination. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1947  : — 


Under 

Age  at  31/12/47  I year  i 2 3 4 5 to  9 10  to  14  Total 

e.g.  born  in  year  1947  1946  1945  1944  1943  1938-42  1933-37  under  15 

Number 

immunised  6 117  124  166  144  996  954  2,507 

Children  under  five  Children  5-15 

Estimated  ' > 


mid-year 

population 


1947  . . . . 1,760 


2,460  4,220 


Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  relation  to  immunisation : — 
(Children  under  fifteen  years  of  age) 


Notifications  Deaths 


Age  at 

Number  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 

Number  column  in  which  Age  at 

Number 

Number  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in  which 

date  of 

of  cases 

the  child  had  date  of 

of 

the  child  had 

notification 

notified 

completed  a death 

deaths 

completed  a 

Totals  . . 

..  Nil 

full  course  of 
immunisation 

Nil  Totals 

Nil 

full  course  of 
immunisation 

Nil 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Severn  Flood 

The  floods  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  affected  several  parishes 
in  the  District,  causing  great  distress  and  menacing  the  health  of 
many  people ; the  Council  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  did  all  in  their 
potver  to  alleviate  the  disaster. 

Late  in  March  the  River  Severn  was  in  flood  and  spread  out 
over  its  flood  plain,  inundating  wide  stretches  in  Deerhurst,  Apperley, 
Coombe  Hill,  The  Leigh,  Walton  Cardiff  and  Pamington.  This  flood 
was  the  worst  that  has  been  recorded  on  the  Severnside,  many  houses 
being  affected  that  had  escaped  on  previous  occasions. 

The  flood  rose  very  rapidly  ; people  were  marooned  in  their 
bedrooms  overnight  ; the  groundfloors  of  their  houses  being  under 
several  feet  of  water  fouled  with  garbage  and  filth.  Many  houses 
were  cut  off  by  the  swirling  waters  for  distances  of  a mile  or  more. 

The  emergency  was  met  by  the  District  Council  on  the  morning 
of  this  serious  development,  the  situation  having  been  under  observation 
for  several  days.  Assistance  was  given  to  local  relief  efforts ; 
accommodation  was  found  for  those  forced  to  leave  their  homes  ; 
food,  water,  coal,  oil,  soap  and  disinfectants  were  provided. 

A relief  fund  was  inaugurated  which  had  the  immediate  support 
of  the  public  so  that  abundant  financial  aid  was  soon  forthcoming. 
I'he  fund  raised  some  ^8,000,  including  ^^2,000  from  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London. 

These  monies  provided  means  of  sustenance  while  the  flood 
lasted  and  enabled  full  rehabilitation  of  the  villages  to  be  carried  out 
as  ihe  waters  receded. 

Many  house  repairs  were  necessary  ; furniture  needed  restoring  ; 
water  supplies  purified  ; household  goods,  carried  away  by  the  floods, 
replaced  ; while  agricultural  losses  were  also  met. 

£1,000  from  the  Flood  Relief  Fund  has  been  set  aside  to  pay  for 
works  to  strengthen  the  flood  banks  which  protect  the  village  of 


Deerhurst. 

HOUSING 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

No.  of 
houses  to  be 

CLASSIFICATION  CATEGORIES 

5b 

inspected 

No.  of 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Subject  to 

(under 

houses 

Satis- 

Appro- 

demolition 

Rateable 

inspected 

factory 

Minor 

Requiring 

priate 

Unfit  for 

or  clearance 

Value  of  £16 

to  31st 

in  all 

defects 

repair 

for  recon- 

habita- 

area before 

per  ann.) 

Dec.,  1947 

respects 

ditioning 

tion 

war 

3.382 

3.382 

564 

1.344 

636 

i6o 

654 

30 

17% 

40% 

19% 

5% 

19% 

38  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
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After  the  acute  need  of  new  houses  for  homeless  families  has 
been  met  the  next  phase  in  the  housing  programme  must  be  directed 
at  improving  existing  housing  conditions. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey,  now  completed,  was  undertaken 
so  that  housing  conditions  in  the  District  might  be  made  known. 

Details  of  housing  defects  and  the  standard  to  which  houses 
must  be  raised  were  dealt  with  in  the  last  annual  report. 

It  is  natural  and  right  that  action  should  be  taken  against  the  worst 
houses  first.  The  unfit  house  may  be  demolished  and  replaced  by  a 
new  house  but  in  many  instances  it  may  be  possible  for  the  house  to 
be  reconditioned  and  brought  up-to-date. 

Reconditioning  is  in  the  interest  of  the  national  economy, 
especially  at  this  juncture,  because  there  is  saving  in  cost,  labour 
and  material ; moreover  much  of  the  charm  of  the  old  cottage  is 
preserved  thereby. 

It  is  of  special  importance  in  remote  villages,  where  local  craftsmen 
are  available  to  carry  out  reconditioning  but  where  it  has  proved 
impossible  to  get  firms  to  build  new  houses. 

In  the  past  many  houses  were  renovated  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Act,  which  is  no  longer  in  force. 

New  houses  in  the  trusteeship  of  the  Council  are  provided  because 
subsidies  are  available  but,  at  the  present  time,  there  is  no  financial 
assistance  to  facilitate  reconditioning  an  old  house  and  giving  it  a 
new  lease  of  life  to  the  benefit  of  the  community. 

However,  there  are  indications  that  legislation  providing  for  the 
reconditioning  of  houses  is  being  considered.  The  assistance  given 
and  conditions  attached  will  materially  affect  the  amount  of  re- 
conditioning which  is  done.  When  these  are  known,  it  may  be  that 
the  number  of  houses  for  reconditioning  in  category  four  will  be 
considerably  increased  beyond  the  present  estimate  of  5 per  cent. 
The  more  houses  that  are  reconditioned  the  fewer  there  will  be  left 
in  category  five  for  demolition. 

Under  the  obsolete  Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Act,  the  onus 
of  bringing  forward  the  house  for  reconstruction  remained  with 
owner.  Many  landlords  made  no  use  of  the  Act  until  the  house  was 
being  considered  for  demolition.  It  was  only  the  threat  of  demolition 
that  forced  their  hand  ; even  so,  if  a scheme  were  not  forthcoming, 
the  Council  had  no  power  to  take  over  the  property  and  use  the  Act, 
but  had  perforce  to  make  a Demolition  Order. 

Until  a Reconditioning  Act  is  in  force  and  its  terms  known  it  is 
difficult  10  assess  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  and  take  action  on  the 
findings  of  the  Survey. 
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TEMPORARY  HOUSING,  FORMER  CAMP  SITES 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  raise  the  standard  of  accommoda- 
tion in  these  sites  so  that  they  can  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  temporary 
housing  programme,  with  a life  of  ten  years.  In  the  case  of  Northway 
House  Grounds  this  course  could  not  be  followed  owing  to  the  poor 
type  of  plaster  board  hut,  alterations  on  a two  years  scale  only  were 
permitted. 

1.  Northway  House  Grounds.  There  are  62  families  in 
occupation  of  huts  which  have  been  provided  with  electric  light  and 
cooking  ranges.  So  far,  half  the  dwellings  have  partitions  giving, 
bedrooms,  living  room  and  scullery.  About  40  per  cent,  of  the  dwellings 
have  an  internal  water  supply,  the  remainder  being  served  by  standpipes. 

Water  closets  are  of  the  battery  type  in  Nissen  huts  and  although 
separated  into  locked  cubicles,  division  of  responsibility  for  cleanliness 
breaks  down  where,  as  is  mostly  the  case,  there  are  more  than  four 
closets  to  a hut. 

The  plaster  board  huts  are  in  a state  of  decay,  partitions  put  in 
by  the  Council  are  stronger  than  the  external  walls. 

The  two  years  life  given  to  the  camp  may  prove  an  optimistic 
estimate  and  the  need  arise  for  alternative  accommodation. 

2.  The  Park,  Stoke  Orchard.  The  Government  Departments 
were  reluctant  to  release  this  site  for  local  housing  needs,  it  has  turned 
out  to  be  the  one  best  suited  for  the  purpose.  A new  village  with  its 
amenities  and  social  activities  has  sprung  up.  There  is  a community 
centre,  general  stores,  telephone  kiosk  and  to  be  established,  a Place 
of  Worship,  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  and  possibly  a nursery  school. 

There  are  84  dwellings  which  are  of  various  types  of  construction, 
brick,  concrete,  timber  or  asbestos.  All  the  buildings  are  good  and 
were  readily  adapted  into  temporary  dwellings  with  a life  of  10  years. 

Conversions  will  soon  have  been  completed  giving  each  dwelling 
separate  rooms,  electric  light,  cooking  range,  internal  water  supply, 
hot  water  system,  bath  and  water  closet. 

3.  Chargrove  Grounds,  Shurdington.  The  huts  occupied 
were  spread  over  a wide  area  but  these  have  been  cleared.  The  13 
families  have  been  given  timber  or  concrete  dwellings  in  a compact 
area.  Conversion  has  been  carried  out  according  to  the  10  year  scale, 
each  dwelling  having  separate  rooms,  electric  light,  internal  water 
supply,  bath,  water  closet,  and  cooking  range. 

4.  WiTCOMBE  Grounds.  Conversions  on  the  10  year  scale  are 
proceeding  in  dwellings  occupied  by  53  families.  Each  of  the  twelve 
dwellings  completed  has  electric  light,  internal  water  supply,  hot 
water  system,  bath,  water  closet  and  cooking  range.  All  dwellings 
have  electric  light  and  cooking  ranges,  and  approximately  half  have 
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an  internal  water  supply  and  water  closet.  The  remainder  have 
separate  water  closets  in  blocks  of  twelve.  "1  he  buildings  are  of  good 
type  ; a community  centre  has  been  established  and  efforts  are  being 
made  to  set  up  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

5.  Nettleton  Grounds.  This  site  is  the  most  recent  to  come 
under  the  control  of  the  Council.  The  huts  are  of  wood  built  on  the 
“ Spider  ” principle.  Conversions  have  been  completed  for  8 families 
giving  them  separate  rooms,  an  internal  water  supply,  water  closets, 
cooking  ranges  and  electric  light. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  the  Council’s  Area  Scheme  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  Twenty-one  samples  were 
taken  from  the  various  sources  and  consumer  points.  Reports  on  all 
these  samples  were  favourable  but  in  keeping  with  modern  practice 
the  supply  is  chlorinated  as  an  extra  safeguard. 

The  Water  Act,  1945,  placed  an  obligation  on  the  Council  to 
provide  every  part  of  their  district  with  a piped  water  supply.  Great 
progress  on  these  lines  had  already  been  made,  some  83  per  cent,  of 
the  population  being  served  with  a piped  supply. 

Proposals  to  fulfil  their  responsibility  and  cover  the  remainder 
of  the  area  have  been  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  a considerable 
time.  Permission  has  been  given  to  go  ahead  with  portions  of  the 
scheme  ; so  that,  Birdlip  is  now  supplied  by  an  extension  of  the  main 
from  Ullenwood,  Snowshill  is  getting  a piped  water  supply  from  the 
Evesham  Borough  main  as  it  passes  through  the  village  and,  at  last, 
the  houses  on  Leckhampton  Hill  have  been  afforded  a piped  supply. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (June,  1948)  the  Inquiry  has  been  held  into 
the  main  scheme  for  those  parishes  in  which  the  Council  are  the 
Statutory  Water  Undertakers.  Completion  of  this  scheme  together 
with  the  portions  to  be  carried  out  by  Gloucester  City  and  Cheltenham 
Borough  in  their  water  areas  will  remove  the  black  spots,  as  regards 
water  supply,  in  the  District. 

Every  dry  year  water  has  to  be  carted  to  Twyning  and  Brock- 
hampton.  At  Badgeworth,  Witcombe,  Woolstone,  Lower  Apperley, 
and  Twyning  people  are  dependent  upon  polluted  wells  which  are 
apt  to  run  dry.  In  Brockhampton  the  supply  is  so  meagre  that  it 
has  been  known  to  be  supplemented  by  taking  water  from  a brook  at 
a point  a short  distance  below  the  outfall  of  a sewage  works.  Cattle 
have  to  be  driven  out  of  some  areas  in  times  of  drought. 

The  schemes  provide  for  mains  to  be  laid  to  Dumbleton,  Coberley, 
Woolstone,  Brockhampton,  Twyning,  and  Lower  Apperley  ; extension 
or  relaying  mains  and  improvement  in  Bishops  Cleeve,  Elmstone 
Hardwicke,  Stoke  Orchard,  Woodmancote,  Stanton,  and  Winchcomb, 
Estimated  total  cost  of  these  schemes  is  ,^84,000. 
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Estimated 

WATER  SUPPLIES  Cost. 

C Badgeworth  4,000  yards  of  main  to  connect  main  at  £ 

Bentham  to  main  at  Air  Balloon  . . . . . . 3.605 

C Great  Witcombe.  Small  length  of  Water  main  to 

Little  Witcombe  . . . . . . . . . . 300 

C Great  Witcombe.  Extension  of  Gloucester  Corpor- 
ation main  to  Great  Witcombe  . . . . . . 2,200 

C Bishop’s  Cleeve.  Extension  of  mains  . . . . 2,810 

C Coberley.  Extension  of  main  from  Water  Tower, 

Ullenwood  to  Coberley  . . . . . . . . 4,210 

A Cowley.  Extension  of  main  from  Ullenwood  to 

Birdlip  and  District  boundary  . . . . . . 6,120 

C Deerhurst.  4,400  yards  of  main  . . . . . . 4,850 

C Dumbleton.  Incorporation  in  Area  Scheme  . . 8,685 

C Hawling.  Extension  of  main  from  Winchcomb  ..  11,080 

A Leckhampton.  Extension  of  mains  . . . . . . 2,500 

C Oxenton.  Improvement  of  springs  at  Oxenton  . . 670 

C Oxenton.  Extension  of  mains  from  Gotherington  to 

Woolstone  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,870 

C Shurdington.  Extension  of  mains  to  Little 

Shurdington  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,100 

B Snowshill.  Provision  of  mains  and  reservoir,  ex- 
tension from  Evesham  Borough  Supply  . . . . 4,800 

C Stanton.  New  main  and  reservoir  . . . . . . 4,545 

C Swindon.  Extension  of  main  from  Swindon  to 

Brockhampton  . . . . . . . . . . . , 2,140 

C Twyning.  Extension  of  mains  . . . . . . 8,250 

C Winchcomb.  Relaying  of  mains  . . . . . . 6,680 

C Woodmancote.  Extension  of  mains. . . . . . 330 

C District  Generally.  New  pumps  and  new  mains  at 

Winchcomb  Pumping  Station.  New  pumping  main 
to  Dixton  Reservoir  . . . . . . . . . . 13,365 

B Bushcomb  Lane,  Woodmancote  supply  from  area 

scheme 1^250 

A Teddington.  Abandon  local  springs,  connect  with 

Area  scheme  . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 

A Schemes  already  completed.  B Schemes  under  construction. 

C Schemes  not  yet  commenced. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from 
water  mains  {a)  direct  into  houses  {b)  by  means  of  standpipes. 


Parish 


Alderton 

Ashchurch 

Badgeworth  . . 

Bishops  Cleeve 

Boddington  . . 

*Buckland 

Coberley 

Cowley  . . 

Deerhurst 

Dumbleton  . . 

* 

E.  Hardwick  . . 
Gotherington 
*Gt.  Witcombe 
*Hawling  . . 
Leigh 

Leckhampton 
* Oxen  ton 
*Prescott  . . 
Prestbury 
Shurdington  . . 
*SnowshilI 
Southam 
*Stanton  . . 
*Stanway  . . 
Staverton 
Stoke  Orchard 
*Sudeley  . . 
Swindon 
Teddington  . . 
Toddington  . . 
Twyning 
Uckington 
Up  Hatherley 
Walton  Cardiff 
Winchcomb  . . 
Wood  man  cote 


Number  of  houses  supplied 
Number  by  water  mains, 

of  houses  a.  direct  to  h.  by  means 
the  houses  of  standpipes 


135 

120 

7 

198 

160 

37 

362 

197 

46 

404 

385 

3 

71 

70 

— 

67 

60 

7 

75 

— 

— 

1 1 1 

64 

— 

206 

91 

6 

158 

150 

— 

60 

52 

5 

107 

68 

14 

32 

15 

4 

42 

25 

10 

91 

82 

— 

207 

116 

20 

46 

7 

10 

29 

20 

— 

668 

593 

— 

186 

133 

5 

67 

8 

124 

123 

— 

77 

70 

4 

131 

130 

— 

127 

lOI 

6 

73 

72 

— 

45 

43 

— 

161 

160 

— 

39 

34 

— 

131 

131 

— 

236 

5 

8 

82 

75 

— 

45 

45 

— 

15 

15 

— 

804 

804 

— 

235 

229 

— 

5.647  4.453  192 

^Private  piped  supplies 


SEWERAGE 

Owing  to  the  enormous  number  of  sewerage  schemes  being 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
and  difficulties  of  supply,  the  Ministry  issued  Circular  87/47  which 
the  Council  were  requested  to  limit  their  proposals  to  those  areas 
where  conditions  are  bad  and  where  sewerage  could  be  provided  for 
per  house  or  in  very  exceptional  circumstances  up  to  ^ 1 20  per  house. 

After  review  and  consultation  with  the  Ministry,  six  schemes  were 
allowed  to  proceed,  subject  to  Public  Inquiry. 


Scheme  B 

„ c 

„ D 
„ F 
„ H 
„ L 


Badgeworth,  Leckhampton,  Shurdington,  Staverton. 
Little  Witcombe. 

Bishops  Cleeve,  Southam  and  Woodmancote. 
Birdlip. 

Great  Washbourne. 

Snowshill. 


Schemes  at  Greet  and  Kingsditch  Lane,  Swindon  are  already 
being  carried  out  by  special  arrangement. 

The  Minister  has  also  considered  the  urgent  need  of  sewerage 
disposal  at  Kidnappers  Lane,  Leckhampton.  To  alleviate  existing 
conditions  a small  temporary  disposal  plant  will  be  provided  in  the 
locality,  instead  of  the  more  costly  scheme  of  connecting  with  the 
Shurdington  Works. 

Conditions  are  very  bad  in  Gotherington  ; sewerage  accumulates 
in,  and  obstructs,  the  brooks  and  ditches  in  the  neighbourhood.  To 
meet  the  special  need  at  Gotherington,  the  sewerage  scheme  for 
Gotherington  and  Woolstone  is  being  reviewed  to  see  if  it  is  possible, 
by  limiting  the  scheme  to  Gotherington  alone,  that  the  cost  per  house 
will  come  within  the  Ministry’s  scale. 


POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS 

Pollution  of  the  stream  at  Toddington  ceased  when  the  new 
disposal  plant  installed  by  the  factory  came  into  operation  during 
the  year. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  1947. 

1 (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 1^968 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 2,267 

2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  i above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 


o 
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3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . • . . 365 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 601 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 


or  their  Officers  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  ser\dce  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . , . . . 2 

(b)  By  lyocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . . . o 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  81 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . . . o 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Acts,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . , . . . 6 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . , . o 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  o 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  . . . . . . , . , . . . o 


fV.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Nuisances  discovered  or  reported 

Complaints  not  justified  

Number  of  Visits  . . . , . . | 

Informal  notices  sent  . . 

Statutory  notices  sent  . . 

Nuisances  abated 
Summons  issued 
Convictions  obtained 
Premises  disinfected 
Premises  disinfested 
Number  of  visits 
New  drainage  system  . , 

Number  of  visits 


66 

4 

io8 

6o 

4 

55 

4 

4 

13 

5 

25 

19 

103 


INSPECTION  OF  FOODS 

Owing  to  centralisation  no  regular  slaughtering  has  been  carried 
out  in  this  area. 


Twenty-seven  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  food 
supplies,  and  the  following  quantities  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  ; — 

Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables 
Tinned  meat 


Cwts. 


Sugar 

Bacon 

Jam 

Tinned  milk 
Tinned  fish 
Butter 
Cocoa 
Tea 
Spice 
Prunes 
Eggs,  Dried 


qrs. 

3 

1 


lbs. 

9 

7 

4 

12 

10 

21 

25i 

22^ 

If 

3^ 

19 

14 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Number  of  npn-designated  producers 
Number  of  designated  producers 
Number  of  visits  made 
Number  of  milk  samples  taken  in  District 


244 

123 

103 

41 
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A pasteurizing  plant  was  licensed  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Order,  1936-46.  Regular  inspections  and  samples  taken 
for  analysis  show  that  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Regulations  are 
being  observed. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  has  not  yet 
been  brought  into  force.  This  Act  transfers  to  other  authorities 
the  powers,  now'  vested  in  the  Council,  to  ensure  clean  milk  in  the 
production  side  of  milk  industry. 

BAKEHOUSES 

Number  in  District  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Number  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . • 22 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  Number  on  Register  59 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  Number  on 

Register  . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Number  of  inspections  . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Number  of  notices  served  . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  of  defects  remedied  . . . . . . . . 5 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  extend  the  system  of 
collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage  by  making  fortnightly  collections 
in  many  of  the  villages  instead  of  monthly.  In  all,  three  new  vehicles, 
each  with  a capacity  of  10  cubic  yards,  were  purchased  either  to  replace 
old  ones  or  to  permit  this  extra  service.  The  result  is  that  Leckhampton, 
Prestbury,  and  Winchcomb  have  a weekly  collection  and  the  major 
portion  of  the  remaining  area  receives  a fortnightly  collection.  On 
an  average  35  loads  are  collected  each  week. 

MATERIALS  SALVAGED 

Paper,  51  tons,  8 cwts,  3 qrs. 

Bones,  2 cwts. 

Rags,  2 tons,  i cwt. 

Iron,  4 tons,  8 cwts,  2 qrs. 


